
Connections to Standards



Standards for Situation Room Project 

Common Core Standards 

Speaking and Listening Standards, Grades 11-12 

1. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse
partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched
material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by
referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic
or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of
ideas.

b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and
decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and
establish individual roles as needed.

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions
that probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full
range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or
challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and
creative perspectives.

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize
comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an
issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine
what additional information or research is required to deepen
the investigation or complete the task.

2. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse
formats and media (e.g. visually, quantitively, orally) in order to
make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any
discrepancies among the data.

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence
and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas,
word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

4b.Plan and present an argument that: supports a precise claim; 
provides a logical sequence for claims, counterclaims, and evidence; 
uses rhetorical devices to support assertions (e.g., analogy, appeal 
to logic through reasoning, appeal to emotion or ethical belief); uses 
varied syntax to link major sections of the presentation to create 
cohesion and clarity; and provides a concluding statement that 
supports the argument presented. (11

th or 12
th grade) CA 



Writing Standards 11-12 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer
a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem;
narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject
under investigation.

8. Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital
sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths
and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and
audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the
flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source
and following a standard format for citation including footnotes and
endnotes. CA

Language Standards 11-12 

6. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific
words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and
listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering
a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 11-12 

1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, connecting insights gained from specific
details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the
relationships among the key details and ideas.

3. Evaluate various explanations for actions for events and determine
which explanation best accords with textual evidence,
acknowledging where the text leaves matters uncertain.

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a
text, including analyzing how an author uses and refines the
meaning of a key term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison
defines faction in Federalist No. 10).

5. Analyze in detail how complex primary source is structured,
including how key sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions
of the text contribute to the whole.

6. Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical
event or issue by assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning,
and evidence. 



English-Language Arts Content Standards for CA 
Grades 11 & 12 

Reading 
2.0 Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials) 

Structural Features of Informational Materials  
2.1 Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of different types 

of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, debates, 
platforms) and the way in which authors use those features and 
devices.  

Comprehension and Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text  
2.2 Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the 

patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of the main 
ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text.  

2.3 Verify and clarify facts presented in other types of expository texts by 
using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents. 

2.4 Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author’s 
arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify 
interpretations.  

2.5 Analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions 
and beliefs about a subject. 

Expository Critique 
2.6 Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set forth in 

public documents; their appeal to both friendly and hostile audiences; 
and the extent to which the arguments anticipate and address reader 
concerns and counterclaims (e.g., appeal to reason, to authority, to 
pathos and emotion). 

3.0 Literary Response and Analysis 

Literary Criticism 
3.8 Analyze the clarity and consistency of political assumptions in a 

selection of literary works or essays on a topic (e.g., suffrage, 
women’s role in organized labor). (Political approach)  

Writing 
1.0 Writing Strategies 

Organization and Focus 
1.2 Use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and 

related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes. 



Research and Technology 
1.6 Develop presentations by using clear research questions and 

creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, oral 
histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources).  

1.7 Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g., 
anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies). 

1.8 Integrate databases, graphics, and spreadsheets into word-
processed documents. 

2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 

2.4 Write historical investigation reports: 
a. Use exposition, narration, description, argumentation, or some

combination of rhetorical strategies to support the main proposition.
b. Analyze several historical records of a single event, examining

critical relationships between elements of the research topic.
c. Include information from all relevant perspectives and take into

consideration the validity and reliability of sources.
2.6 Deliver multimedia presentations: 

a. Combine text, images, and sound and draw information from many
sources (e.g., television broadcasts, videos, films, newspapers,
magazines, CD-ROMs, the Internet, electronic media-generated
images).

b. Select an appropriate medium for each element of the
presentation.

c. Use the selected media skillfully, editing appropriately and
monitoring for quality.

d. Test the audience’s response and revise the presentation
accordingly.

Written and Oral English Language Conventions 
1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions 

Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions. 

1.1 Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, and paragraph and 
sentence structure and an understanding of English usage.  

1.2 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct 
punctuation and capitalization.  

1.3 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing. 

Listening and Speaking Strategies 
1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies 



Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communication. They deliver 
focused and coherent presentations that convey clear and distinct 
perspectives and demonstrate solid reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and 
vocabulary tailored to the audience and purpose.  

Comprehension 
1.1 Recognize strategies used by the media to inform, persuade, 

entertain, and transmit culture (e.g., advertisements; perpetuation of 
stereotypes; use of visual representations, special effects, language). 

1.2 Analyze the impact of the media on the democratic process (e.g., 
exerting influence on elections, creating images of leaders, shaping 
attitudes) at the local, state, and national levels.  

1.3 Interpret and evaluate the various ways in which events are presented 
and information is communicated by visual image makers (e.g., 
graphic artists, documentary filmmakers, illustrators, news 
photographers).  

Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication 
1.4 Use rhetorical questions, parallel structure, concrete images, 

figurative language, characterization, irony, and dialogue to achieve 
clarity, force, and aesthetic effect.  

1.5 Distinguish between and use various forms of classical and 
contemporary logical arguments, including: 

a. Inductive and deductive reasoning
b. Syllogisms and analogies

1.6 Use logical, ethical, and emotional appeals that enhance a specific 
tone and purpose.  

1.7 Use appropriate rehearsal strategies to pay attention to performance 
details, achieve command of the text, and create skillful artistic 
staging.  

1.8 Use effective and interesting language, including: 
a. Informal expressions for effect
b. Standard American English for clarity
c. Technical language for specificity

1.9 Use research and analysis to justify strategies for gesture, movement, 
and vocalization, including dialect, pronunciation, and enunciation.  

1.10 Evaluate when to use different kinds of effects (e.g., visual, music, 
sound, graphics) to create effective productions. 

Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications 
1.11 Critique a speaker’s diction and syntax in relation to the purpose of 

an oral communication and the impact the words may have on the 
audience.  



1.12 Identify logical fallacies used in oral addresses (e.g., attack ad 
hominem, false causality, red herring, overgeneralization, bandwagon 
effect). 

1.14 Analyze the techniques used in media messages for a particular 
audience and evaluate their effectiveness (e.g., Orson Welles’ radio 
broadcast “War of the Worlds”). 

2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics)  
Students deliver polished formal and extemporaneous presentations that 
combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, 
and description. Student speaking demonstrates a command of standard 
American English and the organizational and delivery strategies outlined in 
Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0. 

Using the speaking strategies of grades eleven and twelve outlined in 
Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0, students:  

2.1 Deliver reflective presentations: 
a. Explore the significance of personal experiences, events, conditions,

or concerns, using appropriate rhetorical strategies (e.g., narration,
description, exposition, persuasion).

b. Draw comparisons between the specific incident and broader
themes that illustrate the speaker’s beliefs or generalizations about
life.

c. Maintain a balance between describing the incident and relating it to
more general, abstract ideas.

2.2 Deliver oral reports on historical investigations: 
a. Use exposition, narration, description, persuasion, or some

combination of those to support the thesis.
b. Analyze several historical records of a single event, examining

critical relationships between elements of the research topic.
c. Explain the perceived reason or reasons for the similarities and

differences by using information derived from primary and secondary
sources to support or enhance the presentation.

d. Include information on all relevant perspectives and consider the
validity and reliability of sources.

2.3 Deliver oral responses to literature: 
c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and

detailed references to the text or to other works.
2.4 Deliver multimedia presentations: 

a. Combine text, images, and sound by incorporating information from
a wide range of media, including films, newspapers, magazines, CD-
ROMs, online information, television, videos, and electronic media-
generated images.



b. Select an appropriate medium for each element of the presentation.
c. Use the selected media skillfully, editing appropriately and

monitoring for quality.
d. Test the audience’s response and revise the presentation

accordingly.



History-Social Science Content Standards for CA 
Grade Eleven 

11.9 Students analyze U.S. foreign policy since World War II. 
2. Understand the role of military alliances, including NATO and

SEATO, in deterring communist aggression and maintaining security
during the Cold War.

4. List the effects of foreign policy on domestic policies and vice versa
(e.g., protests during the war in Vietnam, the “nuclear freeze”
movement).

5. Analyze the role of the Reagan administration and other factors in the
victory of the West in the Cold War.

History-Social Science Content Standards for CA 
Grade Twelve 

12.4 Students analyze the unique roles and responsibilities of 
the three branches of government as established by the U.S. 
Constitution. 

1. Discuss Article I of the Constitution as it relates to the legislative
branch, including eligibility for office and lengths of terms of
representatives and senators; election to office; the roles of the
House and Senate in impeachment proceedings; the role of the vice
president; the enumerated legislative powers; and the process by
which a bill becomes a law.

2. Explain the process through which the Constitution can be amended.
3. Identify their current representatives in the legislative branch of

government.
4. Discuss Article II of the Constitution as it relates to the executive

branch, including the eligibility for the office and length of term,
election to and removal from office, the oath of office, and the
enumerated executive powers.

5. Discuss Article III of the Constitution as it relates to the executive
branch, including eligibility for office and length of terms of judges
and the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.

6. Explain the processes of selection and confirmation of Supreme Court
justices.

12.8  Students evaluate and take and defend positions on the 
influence of the media on American political life. 

1. Discuss the meaning and importance of a free and responsible press.
2. Describe the roles of broadcast, print, and electronic media,



including the Internet, as means of communication in American 
politics. 

3. Explain how public officials use the media to communicate with
the citizenry and to shape public opinion.



Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 

113.41 United States History Studies Since 1877 

(2) To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use
of a variety of rich primary and secondary source material such as
biographies, autobiographies, landmark cases of the U.S. Supreme Court,
novels, speeches, letters, diaries, poetry, songs, and artworks is
encouraged. Motivating resources are available from museums, historical
sites, presidential libraries, and local and state preservation societies.

(21) Government. The student understands the impact of constitutional
issues on American society. The student is expected to:

(A) analyze the effects of landmark U.S. Supreme Court
decisions, including Brown v. Board of Education, and other
U.S. Supreme Court decisions such as Plessy v. Ferguson,
Hernandez v. Texas, Tinker v. Des Moines, Wisconsin v.
Yoder, and White v. Regester;

(B) discuss historical reasons why the constitution has been
amended; and

(C) evaluate constitutional change in terms of strict
construction versus judicial interpretation.

(24) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of
effective leadership in a constitutional republic. The student is
expected to:

(A) describe qualities of effective leadership; and

(B) evaluate the contributions of significant political and social
leaders in the United States such as Andrew Carnegie,
Thurgood Marshall, Billy Graham, Barry Goldwater, Sandra
Day O'Connor, and Hillary Clinton.

(29) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to
organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources,
including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A) use a variety of both primary and secondary valid
sources to acquire information and to analyze and



answer historical questions; 

(B) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing,
identifying cause-and- effect relationships, comparing and
contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making
generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and
drawing conclusions;

(C) understand how historians interpret the past
(historiography) and how their interpretations of history may
change over time;

(D) use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret,
and use multiple types of sources of evidence;

(E) evaluate the validity of a source based on language,
corroboration with other sources, and information about the
author, including points of view, frames of reference, and
historical context;

(F) identify bias in written, oral, and visual material;

(G) identify and support with historical evidence a point of
view on a social studies issue or event; and

(H) use appropriate skills to analyze and interpret social studies
information such as maps, graphs, presentations, speeches,
lectures, and political cartoons.

(30) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral,
and visual forms. The student is expected to:

(A) create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies
information;

(B) use correct social studies terminology to explain historical
concepts; and

(C) use different forms of media to convey information,
including written to visual and statistical to written or visual,
using available computer software as appropriate.

(31) Social studies skills. The student uses geographic tools to collect,
analyze, and interpret data. The student is expected to:



(A) create thematic maps, graphs, and charts representing
various aspects of the United States; and

(B) pose and answer questions about geographic distributions
and patterns shown on maps, graphs, charts, and available
databases.

(32) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-
making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of
settings. The student is expected to:

(A) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem,
gather information, list and consider options, consider
advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a
solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and

(B) use a decision-making process to identify a situation that
requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict
consequences, and take action to implement a decision.

Source: The provisions of this §113.41 adopted to be effective August 23, 
2010, 35 TexReg 7232. 

Government 

(8) Government. The student understands the structure and
functions of the government created by the U.S. Constitution. The
student is expected to:

(A) analyze the structure and functions of the legislative
branch of government, including the bicameral structure of
Congress, the role of committees, and the procedure for
enacting laws;
(B) analyze the structure and functions of the executive
branch of government, including the constitutional powers of
the president, the growth of presidential power, and the role
of the Cabinet and executive departments;

(C) analyze the structure and functions of the judicial branch
of government, including the federal court system, types of
jurisdiction, and judicial review;

(D) identify the purpose of selected independent executive



agencies, including the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), and regulatory commissions, 
including the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA), and Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC); 

(E) explain how certain provisions of the U.S. Constitution
provide for checks and balances among the three branches
of government;

(F) analyze selected issues raised by judicial activism and
judicial restraint;

(G) explain the major responsibilities of the federal government
for domestic and foreign policy such as national defense; and

(H) compare the structures, functions, and processes of
national, state, and local governments in the U.S. federal
system.

(20) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to
organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid sources,
including electronic technology. The student is expected to:

(A) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying
cause-and- effect relationships, comparing, contrasting,
finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations
and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions;

(B) create a product on a contemporary government issue or
topic using critical methods of inquiry;

(C) analyze and defend a point of view on a current political
issue;

(D) analyze and evaluate the validity of information,
arguments, and counterarguments from primary and
secondary sources for bias, propaganda, point of view, and
frame of reference;

(E) evaluate government data using charts, tables, graphs, and
maps; and



(F) use appropriate mathematical skills to interpret social
studies information such as maps and graphs.

(21) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral,
and visual forms. The student is expected to:

(A) use social studies terminology correctly;

(B) use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and
punctuation;

(C) transfer information from one medium to another, including
written to visual and statistical to written or visual, using
computer software as appropriate; and

(D) create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies
information.

(22) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-
making skills, working independently and with others, in a variety of
settings. The student is expected to:

(A) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem,
gather information, list and consider options, consider
advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a
solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and

(B) use a decision-making process to identify a situation that
requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict
consequences, and take action to implement a decision.

Source: The provisions of this §113.44 adopted to be effective August 23, 
2010, 35 TexReg 7232. 
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